


With the California State University system, UC has negoti-
ated a special partnership program with the state’s utilities. 
This partnership, the only one of its kind at this scale in the 
nation, has provided nearly $22 million in energy efficiency 
project funding.

The utility companies project that the energy efficiency proj-
ects they have funded to date will allow UC to save more than 
$10 million in annual operating costs. 

UC also recently completed a $3 million program funded by 
the California Energy Commission to implement 13 pilot 
projects demonstrating new energy efficiency technologies. 
Several technologies have proved so successful that campuses 
are making have installed them on multiple buildings. 

Green Building Given the importance of energy efficiency to 
green building design, UC has set a goal for all new building 
projects (other than acute-care medical facilities) to outper-
form the required provisions of the California Energy Code 
(Title 24) energy-efficiency standards by at least 20 percent. 
UC will also design and build all new buildings, except for 
laboratory and acute care facilities, to a minimum standard 
equivalent to a Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) “certified” rating. 

Some 180 new UC con-
struction and renovation 
projects have registered 
with the utilities’ “Sav-
ings By Design” program, 
securing $5 million in in-
centives for the university. 

In addition, UC campuses 
have voluntarily certi-
fied 13 buildings through 
the U.S. Green Building 
Council’s LEED rating 
system.

Environmental Purchasing Under its expanded sustain-
able practices policy, UC has adopted innovative sustainable 
purchasing guidelines. The new guidelines make the 10-cam-
pus system the first university in the country to commit to 
buy only products registered under the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency-funded Electronic Product Environmental 
Assessment Tool. 

UC is also the only university to require that all recyclers of its 
electronic equipment have signed the Electronic Recycler’s 

Pledge of True Stewardship. UC purchases more than 10,000 
computers monthly and disposes of about 1 million pounds 
of e-waste annually. 

The new guidelines also address energy, water, recycled 
content, packaging, non-toxic cleaning chemicals and supply-
chain environmental responsibility, and advocate for the 
development of a more sustainable economy. 

UC can have a major impact, since integrating environmen-
tally preferable purchasing standards and requirements into 
its strategically sourced contracts will affect $1.3 billion to $2 
billion in purchases over the next five years. 

Recent Awards and Accolades The University has received 
extensive recognition as a national leader in sustainability. 
Since the passage of 
the expanded policy in 
March 2007, UC has 
won 20 awards for its 
sustainability achieve-
ments. These include 
three Environmental 
Achievement awards 
from the U.S. EPA and 
two Flex Your Power 
awards from the State 
of California. The Sierra 
Club’s Sierra magazine recognized the entire UC system as 
being the fourth greenest institution of higher learning in the 
nation – the highest score for a public university - and UC’s 
sustainability initiatives have been covered in campus, local, 
regional, and national media outlets, including Science, Time, 
BusinessWeek, Los Angeles Times and the San Francisco 
Chronicle.

Campus Contributions UC’s progress in implementing 
climate change and sustainability initiatives owes its success 
largely to the unique collaboration among students, faculty 
and staff at the campuses.

•	 UC Davis recently opened a zero-waste football stadium 
– everything sold at the 10,700 seat Aggie Stadium can 
be recycled or composted in one of the stadium’s many 
well-marked recycling and compost bins. The UC’s policy 
on sustainable practices sets system-wide waste diversion 
goals of 50% by June 2008, 75% by June 2012 and 100%, 
or “zero-waste,” by 2020.

Since 2007, UC completed seven new LEED certified build-
ings, including one LEED platinum building and three LEED 
gold buildings. There are now 13 LEED certified buildings in 
the system, more than double the total in 2006.

•	 UC Santa Cruz students, faculty and staff are transform-
ing dining services; the campus purchases 25% of its 
produce from a local organic farm cooperative.

•	 The nonprofit Alliance to Save Energy is managing 
student energy conservation programs on the Berkeley, 
Santa Barbara, San Diego, Irvine, Santa Cruz and Merced 
campuses. The Green Campus program provides op-
portunities for students to get directly involved in saving 
energy on campuses

•	 UC San Diego won its fourth consecutive San Diego 
Excellence in Energy Efficiency (SANDEE) award in 
2008, taking top honors with an Outstanding Organiza-
tional Achievement award for its response to the October 
wildfires, its alternative transportation programs, and its 
Green Campus Program.

•	 UC Irvine converted its fleet of 10 buses to 100% biodie-
sel. Other campus fleet vehicles, such as solid waste and 
recycling trucks, operate on fuel that is 20% biodiesel and 
80% diesel. 
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